
 

Spring 2021 

I was beyond proud to be 
sworn-in by Governor 
Evers on January 4th to 
begin representing the 
people of the 90th. Even 
before our official first day, 
I was hard at work 
preparing and organizing 
our office and prioritizing 
constituent support. On 
day one, the Assembly 
Democrats introduced our 
own COVID relief package 
to deliver direct and 
immediate assistance to 
the people of Wisconsin. 
This package included a 
number of provisions 
including accepting the 
federal Medicaid 
expansion, providing 
rental assistance, and 
enhancing holistic support 
for public schools. Though 
Republicans refused to 
support our bill, it provided 
a stark contrast to the 
Republican plan and 
proved that our work is 
growing in intensity and 
deserving of immediate 
action. 
 
This will be a common 
theme this legislative 
session. Because 
Republicans have an 
illegitimate, 
gerrymandered majority, I 
anticipate they will 
continue to block common

-sense, broadly supported 
proposals to help working 
people and their families. 
My experience these last 
eight weeks has not only 
taught me a lot but also 
reaffirmed that, as 
Democrats, we must 
organize like never before 
and loudly communicate 
our unwavering 
commitment to drastically 
improving people's lives. 
Democrats must also 
clearly demonstrate our 
commitment to anti-racism 
as we aim to close 
significant equity gaps in 
Wisconsin. 
 
Though this legislative 
session has already seen 
many roadblocks, I am 
thankful for Governor Tony 
Evers’ leadership. We 
successfully forced 
Republicans' hand and 
passed a compromise 
COVID relief bill and 
legislation to address our 
broken Unemployment 
Benefits system. Looking 
into the future, we will 
need your help. Governor 
Evers’ budget will face 
fierce resistance in the 
legislature. But it is worth 
fighting for; his budget 
includes proposals that 
Wisconsin needs rights 
now more than ever.  

Some of the highlights 
include: 

•cannabis legalization 

•Badgercare expansion 

•$200 million in small 
business relief  

•a commitment two-
thirds funding for public 
education 

•fully-funding the tuition 
freeze in the UW-
System  

•proposals to make our 
criminal justice system 
more fair and equitable  

•environmentally smart 
investments in flood 
protection and 
abatement, and 
investing in clean 
energy efficiency and 
training for green jobs 
to uphold our 
commitment to be 
100% carbon free by 
2050 
 
Overall, Governor 
Evers’ budget is a down 
payment on ensuring 
families, small 
businesses, community 
organizations, and 
schools not only 
recover from the 
pandemic but emerge 
stronger, more 
democratic, and 
economically secure.  
 

Representative Kristina Shelton (right) stands with the freshman Assembly Democrats in opposition to an unpopular Republican effort to overturn Governor 

Evers’ mask requirement. Photo Courtesy: Kristina Shelton 

Introducing Kristina Shelton Vote Jill 
Underly for 
Superintendent  

By Renee Gasch 

 
Wisconsin Democrats 
endorsed Jill Underly in the 
April 6th election for 
Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. Underly is a 
Pecatonica Superintendent 
with more than two 
decades of public 
education experience. She 
formerly worked for Tony 
Evers when he held the top 
education job before 
becoming governor.  
 

Underly said at the January 
meeting of the Democratic 
Party of Brown County, 
“Every kid deserves a well-
funded school so they have 
passionate and 
knowledgeable teachers, 
mental health support, 
school nursing, school 
counseling, career 
pathways, clubs like coding 
and esports and FFA, and 
the opportunities are there 
no matter where a kid lives, 
who they’re born to, and 
what language they speak 
at home.” 
 

Her position on school 
funding is one difference 
separating her from 
opponent, Deb Kerr, a 
former Brown Deer 
Superintendent endorsed 
by Scott Walker. Kerr 
supports Wisconsin’s 
school voucher program, 
which diverts vital funds 
away from public schools. 
She says she wants to 
bring all parties together to 
discuss a path forward. 
Underly disagrees. 
 

“I’m strongly against the 
expansion of vouchers and 
I would work to no longer 
have them part of our 
taxpayer funded education 
system... In this past year, 
the Legislature advocated 
$385 million to private 
school vouchers. We’re 
funding two systems of 
schooling in Wisconsin, and 
that needs to stop. We 
need to fund our public 
school system.”  
 

The Superintendent sets 
priorities, distributes 
funding, and manages a 
variety of education 
programs statewide, 
including voucher and 
school choice programs.  
 

For an Underly yard sign 
(suggested $4 donation) 
call: (920) 405-0455. 

My office has also been 
busy introducing 
legislation. In addition to 
our original COVID relief 
package, I was proud to 
co-author proposals that 
would expand 
reproductive freedoms for 
women, repeal the 
citizenship requirement to 
become a police officer, 
and waive standardized 
testing requirements for 
schools during the global 
health pandemic. As an 
office, we responded to 
over 150 constituent 
inquiries, helped more 
than 35 people access 
unemployment benefits, 
and proactively reached 
out to constituents, 
organizations and small 
businesses in our 
community for 
collaboration. 
 
Our office is here to help 
you. If you are having 
issues accessing 
resources, please do not 
hesitate to reach out. 

Otherwise please contact 
my office via email 
shelton@legis.wisconsin.
gov or by phone 608-266-
0616. 

In solidarity, 
Kristina 



Green Bay Police Department to 

Purchase Body Cameras 

By Robbie Phillips 

On November 17, 2020, 

Green Bay Police Chief 

Andrew Smith 

accompanied by 

Investigative Captain 

Benjamin Allen gave an 

update on the proposal 

for purchasing body 

cameras for the Green 

Bay Police Department. 

Green Bay is the largest 

city in Wisconsin that 

does not have an active 

body camera program 

and is far behind smaller 

communities that have 

already implemented 

body camera programs 

including Appleton and 

Oshkosh. 

The Green Bay Police 

Department has decided 

to work with Axon, an 

industry leader in body 

cameras on a proposal. 

Estimated to cost around 

$2.7 million, the proposal 

includes the purchase of 

tasers, body cameras 

and automatic redaction 

assistance software. 

According to 

Investigative Captain 

Benjamin Allen, Green 

Bay S.W.A.T. has 

already begun testing 

some of the equipment. 

During the November 17 

meeting, Alderman Bill 

Galvin inquired about the 

camera activation.  

“Are there things in place 

to prevent that [camera 

deactivation] or to stop it 

from happening, or if it 

does happen, are there 

policies in place to cover 

that?”.  

Investigative Captain 

Benjamin Allen 

discussed the events 

that will automatically 

activate a camera, like 

opening a squad car 

door and turning on 

sirens.  

Alderman Bill Galvin 

followed up with “So, we 

will never read in the 

paper that there was a 

shooting incident and the 

cameras weren’t on.” 

“I don’t know that I want 

to be completely 

comfortable saying 

never, it is technology. I 

think there are so many 

safeguards in place that 

it would be a very rare 

event” replied 

Investigative Captain 

Benjamin Allen. 

Alderman Bill Galvin 

attempted to get 

clarification “There’s no 

way an officer could turn 

the camera off or prevent 

a recording from taking 

place?” 

“For the most part, yes” 

answered Investigative 

Captain Benjamin Allen. 

Police Chief Andrew 

Smith clarified it would 

be a "rare event" that 

would prevent a 

recording from taking 

place. Green Bay Police 

will have the capability to 

manually turn off the 

cameras. Examples of a 

situation where the 

camera would be turned 

off were if an officer was 

interviewing someone 

following a sexual 

assault or an interview 

regarding a minor. 

“There will be 

consequences for 

officers who don’t put 

their camera on when 

they’re supposed to be 

on,” Police Chief Andrew 

Smith said. 

When pressed to provide 

what consequences for 

officers that routinely 

turn off their cameras, 

Police Chief Smith 

simply replied "We would 

certainly deal with that." 

Police Chief Smith’s 

answers indicate that 

officers will have the 

ability to manually 

override any automatic 

activation event like the 

examples provided by 

Investigative Captain 

Benjamin Allen.  

Now more than ever, 

Police interactions with 

citizens are being 

scrutinized. It is 

paramount to safety, 

security, and 

transparency that body 

cameras worn by Police 

Officers always remain 

on during an interaction 

with a citizen.  

The redaction assistant 

is described as “cut 

down redaction work 

significantly by letting 

Redaction Assistant 

automatically detect and 

track the screens, 

license plates, and faces 

in a video.” With the 

purchase and proper use 

of the redaction software 

that is in Axon’s 

proposal, the reasons 

given by the Green Bay 

Police Department to 

turn off the cameras are 

redundant and 

unnecessary. 

Police Chief Andrew 

Smith’s inability to 

answer questions 

regarding consequences 

for officers that turn off 

their cameras is one 

reason why body 

cameras should always 

be on, with no option for 

officers to turn them off. 

Likewise, the historical 

precedence of officers 

being acquitted or 

convicted of lesser 

charges bolsters this 

argument. 

Internal investigations 

performed by police 

departments, Justice 

Departments, or third-

party investigators 

oftentimes find no fault 

or wrongdoing in the 

actions of officers. Kelly 

Thomas, Eric Garner, 

Philando Castile, Tamir 

Rice, Michael Brown, 

Daniel Shaver were all 

killed by police officers in 

this country and 

following investigations, 

charges were either 

dropped or never 

brought forward.  

We should never have to 
question or worry about 
the actions of police 
officers or their presence 
in communities. Allowing 
officers the ability to turn 
off a camera to help 
protect the identity of 
victims is a weak 
argument when the 

department is already 
purchasing software that 
will help redact faces 
and other identifiable 
information from video.  

“There will be 

consequences 

for officers who 

don’t put their 

camera on” 

Why I 
Volunteer to 
be a Poll 
Worker 
By Joanne Bornick 
Four years ago, I decided 
to volunteer as a Poll 
Worker for the 2016 
Presidential Election. I had 
some free time and was 
interested in how the 
whole process worked. I 
had no idea what I was in 
for! 

My first task was at our 
local central voting 
location counting mail-in 
ballots, along with about 8 
other people. It was a long 
day, but I met some great 
people and learned more 
about voting than I 
expected. 
 
After that I continued to 
volunteer for elections. 
Last August, a co-
volunteer suggested I 
become a Chief Inspector. 
To be a Chief Inspector 
you must take some online 
courses to understand 
exactly what is involved in 
the registration of new 
voters, as well as how to 
deal with issues that may 
come up on the day of 
election. 

My first chance to use the 
knowledge I learned was 
for the 2020 Presidential 
Election. I shared the job 
with another Chief 
Inspector. I actually 
enjoyed it and luckily, we 
did not encounter any 
major problems.  

So, I would like to give you 
some reasons why you 
should consider 
volunteering to be a Poll 
Worker:

 

If you might be interested 
in being a Poll Worker, 
contact your local village 
hall. I am sure that they 
would be happy to hear 
from you, and you will be 
involved in a very vital part 
of your community. 

1) Working with your 
neighbors is a great way 
to stay in touch with 
those who live near you 
and maybe make some 
new friends. 

2) I think it is a very good 
way to understand how 
democratic elections 
work. 

3) I believe that it is a 
way to help your 
community. 

4) Most communities will 
pay you for doing this. 

Evers-

Barnes for 

Equitable 

Justice 

System 

By Jarrett E. Brown 

Wisconsin Governor Tony 
Evers and Lieutenant 
Governor Mandela 
Barnes recently laid out a 
set of proposals that seek 
to make Wisconsin’s 
justice system more 
equitable by investing in 
rehabilitation, treatment, 
and alternatives to 
incarceration. Their set of 
proposals will ensure that 
tax dollars are spent on 
programs that deliver 
justice and improve 
outcomes for those 
involved with the system. 

For the past several 
decades the justice 
system in Wisconsin has 
focused on punishing 
violators of the law rather 
than helping them 
overcome the problems 
that caused them to 
become involved in the 
justice system in the first 
place. The result has 
been that Wisconsin’s 
prisons have become 
overcrowded. People with 
mental health issues and 
substance abuse issues 
have found themselves 
behind bars when they 
should really be getting 
help outside of a 
penitentiary. Inmates 
have not been prepared 
for life after prison which 
has caused recidivism 
rates to be very high.  

The Wisconsin 
Department of Justice 
study found that we save 
$8 for every $1 we invest 
in treatment and diversion 
programs. It is very costly 
to operate prisons and 
house inmates. Instead, 
we should be spending 
money on education, 
training, and treatment so 
that people have the skills 
they need to be 
successful in society and 
take care of their families.  

The plan that Gov. Evers 
and Lt. Gov. Barnes have 
laid out will ensure that 
taxpayer money is spent 
more wisely and that the 
justice system is more 
equitable and fair.  We 
should support their effort 
to improve the system 
and better serve 
Wisconsinites. 



Party  

Platform 

Spotlight 

“Decreasing the prison 

population through 

diversion programs and 

ending the failed policies 

of the war on drugs, 

including creating a legal, 

regulated cannabis 

market.” 

The war on drugs has 

failed. In its wake, 

communities have been 

devastated by outdated 

policies and unnecessary 

consequences that 

disproportionately 

continue to impact 

people of color. 

Governor Evers 

proposed regulating and 

taxing cannabis similar to 

alcohol in the 2021-23 

budget.  

As states fully legalize 

cannabis, revenue and 

tax dollars are leaving 

our state. Wisconsinites 

are voting with their 

wallets and spending 

their money in legalized 

states like Michigan and 

Illinois. According to 

Chicago Tribune, Illinois 

cannabis sales topped $1 

billion in 2020.  

Cannabis legalization in 

Wisconsin would 

generate nearly $165 

million in annual revenue, 

according to the 

Governor’s office.  

A 2019 Marquette 

University Law poll found 

that 59% of respondents 

support recreational 

legalization in Wisconsin 

and 83% support 

legalization of medical 

cannabis. 

In 2018, the Drug Policy 

Alliance found nearly 50 

percent of all drug arrests 

are for cannabis. 

Discriminatory 

enforcement of cannabis 

laws is one reason that 

Black, Latinx, and Native 

Americans make up two-

thirds of the U.S. prison 

population. 

Legalizing cannabis, 

expunging criminal 

records, and reinstating 

rights lost to felony status 

are a start to correcting 

the injustices the war on 

drugs produced. 

BadgerCare 
Needs to Be 
Expanded 
By Karl Jaeger, Candidate, 
Assembly 89 

An estimated 110 million 

U.S. households have 

broadband Internet. 

When it comes to 

accessing education, 

employment, and 

healthcare during the 

pandemic, these 

households have a 

significant advantage 

over those that do not. 

Our changing times have 

forced a conversation 

about broadband Internet 

being a public utility. 

 

Governor Tony Evers 

declared 2021 The Year  

of Broadband stating 

broadband access is an 

essential catalyst for 

economic development, 

rural prosperity, and 

community health across 

the state. Wisconsin 

currently ranks 30th for 

internet access in the 

U.S. Most of the areas 

without high-speed 

broadband access in the 

state remain in rural 

areas and affect 

approximately 400,000 

people. 

In Governor Evers’ plan, 

$200 million will be 

invested over the next 

two years to expand 

affordable broadband 

coverage to rural areas of 

the state. Approximately 

$5 million of the $2 billion 

awarded to Wisconsin 

through the CARES act 

will be used towards the 

expansion. 

The current global 

pandemic has put even 

more pressure on rural 

schools and business 

that learn and work 

remotely. Governor Evers 

and Democrats should be 

celebrated for taking bold 

action with their efforts to 

bring broadband speeds 

in an ambitious effort to 

also address inequalities 

students face in the 

virtual classroom during 

the pandemic. 

Karl Jaeger, running for 

election in Wisconsin’s 

89th Assembly District, 

sees high-speed 

broadband coverage as 

an important issue and 

made it part of his 

campaign platform. 

"Every Wisconsin home, 

school, farm, and 

business should have 

The Year of Broadband 

Every Wisconsin resident 
should have access to 
high-quality, affordable 
health care when they 
need it. Our entire state 
benefits from a healthy 
population. 
 
Our hospitals and clinics, 
especially those in rural 
Wisconsin, have been 
placed under 
considerable financial 
stress due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. We need 
to use federal Medicaid 
dollars to expand 
BadgerCare - this will 
save our taxpayers their 
hard-earned dollars and 
also expand insurance 
coverage to over 
180,000 more working 
people. 
 
The basic function of our 
state government is to 
protect our citizens’ 
health and safety. We 
need to guarantee 
access to comprehensive 
health services, 
preventative care, mental 
health, women’s health, 
substance use treatment, 
dental care and prenatal 
care. 
 
As of today, 38 states, 
including all of our 
neighboring states, have 
accepted additional 
federal Medicaid funding. 
In an April 2019 
Marquette Law School 
poll, 70% of Wisconsin 
voters supported 
accepting federal 
Medicaid dollars to 
expand BadgerCare. 
 
Over and over again, the 
Legislature has denied 
180,000 Wisconsin 
working citizens an 
expansion of 
BadgerCare that would 
provide their families 
health insurance and 
save our state over $185 
million per year. This is 
not only bad health care 
policy, it is fiscally 
irresponsible! 
 
I am pleased that the 
governor agrees with the 
approach that I have 
been advocating for and 
has included an 
expansion of 
BadgerCare using 
federal Medicaid dollars 
in his biennial budget 
proposal. I look forward 
to supporting this 
proposal in the State 
Assembly when I am 
elected on April 6. 

secure, reliable, high-

speed internet access. 

When elected, I will work 

to expand broadband to 

every corner of 

Wisconsin. I hope the 

voters will send me to 

Madison on April 6th so I 

can support the 

Governor’s $200-million 

proposal to expand high-

speed internet throughout 

our State."  

As of 2015, the Federal 

Communications 

Commission defines high-

speed internet as a 

download speed of 25 

megabits per second 

(Mbps) and 3 Mbps 

upload speed. For 

reference, Zoom 

recommends 10-20 Mbps 

for video conferencing. 

Big Lies 

Spread by 

Local GOP 
By Renee Gasch and 

Robbie Phillips 

"The fact of the matter is 

this didn’t seem like an 

armed insurrection to 

me."  

These are the words Ron 

Johnson used during an 

interview on WISN radio 

on February 15, 2021. A 

little over a month after 

the Capitol building was 

stormed by Trump 

supporters on January 6, 

2021, Ron Johnson is 

now on a media blitz 

attempting to downplay 

the event. 

At least 5 people died 

following the Capitol 

building attack including a 

police officer that was 

beaten to death. One of 

Ron Johnson’s 

gaslighting talking points 

is to say the 

insurrectionists were not 

armed. 

“When you hear the word 

‘armed,’ don’t you think of 

firearms? How many 

shots were fired? I’m only 

aware of one.” Johnson 

said in the same 

interview. 

Ron Johnson has 

conveniently forgotten 

that on the evening of 

January 5, 2021, Trump 

supporters were already 

marching in the streets 

and getting into clashes 

with police. In the days 

and weeks following the 

Capitol building attack, 

court filings reveal that 

guns and other weapons 

were confiscated from 

people and vehicles. Pipe 

bombs were also found at 

DNC and RNC 

headquarters near the 

Capitol building believed 

to have been placed on 

January 5th. 

Local GOP have echoed 

Johnson’s big lie. Rep. 

Mike Gallagher joined 

Republicans in a January 

4th statement that said, 

“The people cannot trust 

a system that refuses to 

guarantee that only legal 

votes are cast to select 

its leaders.” Rep. David 

Steffen added his name 

to a Trump lawsuit so 

frivolous that a judge 

threatened to sanction 

the lawyer in the case for 

misusing the courts for 

political gamesmanship.  

Rep. Shae Sortwell and 

Brown County Clerk 

Sandy Juno cast doubt in 

the press about the 

Green Bay election 

results and have led a 

sustained harassment 

campaign against the 

Mayor’s office. The 

onslaught of public 

records requests they 

organized reached 

10,000 documents and 

cost the city thousands of 

dollars in staff time. 

Meanwhile, De Pere 

Alder Kelly Ruh joined a 

petition to overturn 

Wisconsin’s election 

results, which has now 

made her a subject of a 

voter fraud investigation.  

Running for re-election in 

2022, it is long past due 

for Ron Johnson to be 

removed from office. 

Please join the effort in 

electing a second 

Democrat senator 

alongside Tammy 

Baldwin. 

On a final note, during 

the WISN radio interview, 

Ron Johnson stated, “If 

that was a planned 

armed insurrection, man, 

you had really a bunch of 

idiots.” 

At least on that we can 
agree, Mr. Johnson. 



Join a Democratic Party Event 

In January, we hosted a book drive in celebration of MLK Day 

and the Inauguration of President Biden and Vice President 

Harris, collecting 55 titles worth $1,000 for We All Rise African 

American Resource Center. In February, our blood drive for the 

American Red Cross collected enough blood to save 45 lives. 

Join fellow Democrats at an upcoming event to help us win 

elections and live our values. 

April 3-6 Get out the Vote for the Spring Election 

April 14 Wisconsin Advocacy Day at the State Legislature 

April 21 Earth Day E-cycle drop off at 118 S. Chestnut St 

Green Bay 

April 29 Virtual Assembly of the Brown County Democrats 

 

May 2 Democratic Party of the 8th Congressional District 

Convention  

May 21 Book Club discussion for Our Time is Now by Stacey 

Abrams 

May 27 Virtual Assembly of the Brown County Democrats 

June 5-6 Democratic Party of Wisconsin State Convention 

Call Jill at (920) 405-0455 for more details on how to participate 

or to sign up to be a delegate for the state convention. 

Democratic Party 

of Brown County 

 
Renee Gasch -  Chair 

Terry Lee - Vice-Chair 

Loren Prince - 2nd Vice-Chair 

John Warren - Treasurer 

Jill Gerwing - Secretary 

Frank Ingram - Membership  

Robbie Phillips - Editor 

 

Office: 118 South Chestnut Ave., Green Bay 

Email: info@browncountydems.com 

Phone: (920) 405-0455  

Important Voter Information 

2021 Spring Election April 6 Deadlines 
Wisconsin voters can request an absentee ballot any reason. 

Quarterly Puzzle For A Fun Prize! 
Answer each clue. The boxed letters combine to spell the hidden word. 

To enter, call the DPBC Office at 920-405-0455 and leave a message with 

your name, contact information and the hidden word. We will enter your  

name in a drawing and select a winner to receive a prize! 

 

City where the Vice President was district attorney 

           S _ _     _ _ _ N _ _ _ _ O 

First name of the Second Gentleman of the United States 

           D    U _ 

Evers’ right hand man 

           B _ _ N _ S 

Wisconsin’s Senator from Madison 

           _ _ _ _ _ I N 

Nickname of one of the Green New Deal’s authors 

           _ _ C 

Nickname of the new Secretary of Transportation, from Indiana 

          M _ _ _ _      P _ T _  

Had the most famous mittens of the Inauguration 2021 

           _ A _ _ _ R _ 

Hidden Message 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 These are acceptable forms of identification for voting purposes, they can be 

unexpired or expired after the date of the most recent election (November 3, 

2020). This list is not comprehensive: 

• A Wisconsin driver license, even if driving privileges are revoked or suspended, 

or identification card. 

• Military ID card issued by a U.S. uniformed service 

• An ID card issued by a federally recognized Tribe in Wisconsin (May be used 

even if expired before the most recent general election.) 

• A photo ID card issued by a Wisconsin accredited university. If expired, the 

student ID must be accompanied by a separate document that proves current enrollment. 

 March 17, 2021 - Deadline to Register by Mail 

Your voter registration form, along with proof of residence must be postmarked to your municipal clerk no later than March 17, 

2021. 

 March 17, 2021 - Deadline to Register to vote online 

Voters who are able to match their name, date of birth, Wisconsin Driver License or State ID number, and address with the 

Wisconsin DMV can register to vote online. 

 March 23, 2021, possibly through April 4, 2021 - Deadline for In-Person Absentee  

Office hours vary by municipality. Please contact your municipal clerk for absentee voting hours. 

 April 6, 2021 - Election Day, polls close at 8:00 p.m. for In-Person voting  

Paid for by the Democratic 

Party of Brown County 

 

https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/RegisterToVote

